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SUB J : ACHEAMPONG STANDS BY TWO-YEAR TRANSITION PERIOD FOR 
RETURN TO CONSTITUTIONAL RULE 

REF: ACCRA 5367 

1 . SUMMARY: AT JULY 14 MEETING WITH STRIKING 
PROFESSIONALS, ACHEAMPONG HELD FAST TO TWO-YEAR 
TRANSITION PERIOD TO CONSTITUTIONAL RULE. HE DEMANDED 
STRIKERS RETURN TO WORK BEFORE NEGOTIATIONS WITH 
GOVERNMENT WERE RESUMED AND FROZE ASSETS OF PROFESSIONALS' 
ASSOCIATION. IMMEDIATE EFFECT OF THESE ACTIONS WILL 
PROBABLY BE TO HARDEN PROFESSIONALS' RESOLVE TO 
UNSEAT ACHEAMPONG. END SUMMARY. 


2. AT JULY 14 MEETING, HEAD OF STATE ACHEAMPONG TOLD 
MEMBERS OF STRIKING ASSOCIATION OF PROFESSIONAL BODIES 
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THAT SMC WAS DETERMINED TO ENSURE THAT ITS TWO-YEAR 
PROGRAM FOR RETURN TO CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT 
(REFTEL) WAS IMPLEMENTED SUCCESSFULLY. HE WARNED THAT 
"NO AMOUNT OF SUBVERSION WIL DETER THE GOVERNMENT" AND 
CAUTIONED AGAINST A HURRIED TRANSFER FO POWER WHICH, 

HE SAID, WOULD ANTAGONIZE THE ARMED FORCES AND POLICE. 

IF THESE INSTITUTIONS WITHDREW THEIR SERVICES, HE 
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ADDED, THERE WOULD BE COMPLETE CHAOS IN COUNTRY. 

3. ACEHAMPONG ALSO TOLD ASSOCIATION ITS STRIKING 
MEMBERS WOULD HAVE TO RETRUN TO WORK BEFORE NEGOTIATIONS 
COULD RESUME BETWEEN PROFESSIONALS AND GOVERNMENT. 

HE SAID SMC WAS PREPARED TO ACCEPT AN INTERNATIONAL 
BODY TO SUPERVISE REFERENDUM SLATED FOR MARCH 30, 1978; 

THIS WOULD ALLAY FEARS THAT SMC MIGHT MANIPULATE 
REFERENDUM FOR ITS OWN ENDS. ACHEAMPONG ALSO NOTED 
THAT "SINCE THE PROFESSIONAL BODIES DO NOT REPRESENT 
THE ENTIRE POPULATION, THE MASSES MUST ALSO BE GIVEN 
THE CHANCE TO DETERMINE WHAT FORM OF GOVERNMENT THEY 
WANT." 

4. IN A SEPARATE BUT CLEARLY RELATED ACTION JULY 14, 
ACHEAMPONG ALSO FROZE THE ASSETS AND BANK ACCOUNTS 
OF THE PROFESSIONALS ASSOCIATION. THIS IS A FOLLOWUP 

TO HIS JULY 6 REPEAL OF PROFESSIONAL BODIES REGISTRATION 
DECREE, A STEP TAKEN TO UNDERCUT THE LEGAL FOUNDATIONS 
OF THE ASSOCIATION. 

5. COMMENT: WE UNDERSATND JULY 14 MEETING WAS STORMY 
AND THAT PROFESSIONALS HAVE REJECTED ACHEAMPONG'S 
STAND AS UNACCEPTABLE, HOLDING OUT FOR TRANSFER 

OF POWER BY THE END OF 1977. WE DOUBT FREEZING OF 
ASSOCIATION'S ASSETS WILL HAVE MUCH PROACTICAL EFFECT 
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AND MAY ONLY STIFFEN THE PROFESSIONALS' RESOLVE. 

IT IS UNLIKELY THEY WILL RETURN TO WORK UNDER THESE 
CONDITIONS, EVEN THOUGH THERE WILL BE SOME PRESSURE 
FROM MODERATE MEMBERS— ESPECIALLY SENIRO DOCTORS-TO DO 
SO ON HUMANITARIAN GROUNDS. 

SMITH 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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